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I. Format for Brief and Hearing 

On December 3, 4, and 5, 2014, the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission 

όά/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέύ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΦ  This hearing has been opened to the public.1  A court 

reporter will be present at the hearing and if the Commission decides to refer the case to a three-judge 

panel, all documents considered by the Commission and the transcript of the proceedings shall become 

public record.2   

This brief is submitted to the Commissioners prior to the hearing with the request that each 

Commissioner carefully review it in preparation for the hearing.  The brief covers information about the 

case available prior to the investigation by the Commission staff.  The hearing will focus on evidence 

ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ and other postconviction investigation.  The 

Commission has subpoenaed witnesses for this hearing.   

Due to the large volume of attachments, this brief is formatted to be read from start to finish 

with the attachments inserted directly into the body of the brief.   

As always, the Commission will be asked to consider the following options:  

1. Conclude that there is sufficient evidence of factual innocence to merit judicial review 

and refer the case to a three-judge panel pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(c). 

2. Conclude that there is not sufficient evidence of factual innocence to merit judicial 

review and close the investigation pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(c).  Evidence 

favorable to the convicted person would be disclosed to him and his attorney 

pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(d).  

3. Direct the staff to conduct further investigation into this case and continue the 

hearing to a later date.     

 

                                                           
1 N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(a) and NCIIC Rules and Procedures Article 6(D).   
2 N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(e). 
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II. Hearing Witnesses 

The following people are expected to be called to testify for the December 3, 4, and 5, 2014 

hearing:  

- Joseph Sledge, Claimant  

- IŜǊƳŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊΣ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ¢Ǌƛŀƭ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎ  

- Ret. Det. Phillip Little, Lead Sheriff Investigator  

- Ret. Agent. Henry Poole, SBI  

- Meghan Clement, DNA Expert 

- Terry Melton, DNA Expert 

- Marty Ludas, Fingerprint Expert  

- Sharon Stellato, Commission Associate Director  

- Lindsey Guice Smith, Commission Associate Counsel  
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III. Introduction to the Case 

On Labor Day, September 6, 1976, the bodies of Josephine Davis and her daughter, Aileen Davis 

were discovered in their home in Elizabethtown, North Carolina.  Both women had been brutally beaten 

and stabbed, and Aileen had been sexually assaulted.  The cause of death for both Victims was 

determined to be hemorrhaging due to stab wounds.  

 On the afternoon of September 5, 1976, Joseph Sledge had escaped from White Lake Prison 

Camp approximately ŦƻǳǊ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ƘƻƳŜΦ  ! ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŜƴǎǳŜŘ ŀƴŘ {ƭŜŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ 

considered a suspect in the murders.  Sledge was spotted on September 7, 1976, in Fayetteville driving a 

stolen car.  Sledge was arrested on September 9, 1976, in Dillon, South Carolina and brought back to 

North Carolina. 

 At trial, the State presented evidence that hairs found on !ƛƭŜŜƴΩǎ body were consistent with 

{ƭŜŘƎŜΩǎ ǇǳōƛŎ ƘŀƛǊǎΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǎŜǊƻƭƻƎȅ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ {ƭŜŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƭŜƴ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ presented.  

Two jailhouse informants also testified that Sledge had confessed to committing the murders.  Sledge 

was convicted of two counts of second degree murder and sentenced to life. 

 Postconviction DNA testing has revealed male DNA profiles on the VictimsΩ clothing and in the 

home that exclude Sledge.  Additionally, the DNA from the hairs found on !ƛƭŜŜƴΩǎ body also exclude 

Sledge.  One of the informants has recanted his testimony.  This evidence, ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 

entire investigation, will be presented at the upcoming hearing.   
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IV. Timeline 

Date and Time 
(if known) 

Event / Description 

Sunday September 5, 
1976  
Between 1 and 4 p.m. 

Sledge escapes from White Lake Prison Camp.  

Sunday September 5, 
1976 
10 p.m. 

Omega Hales last sees the Victims at their home.  

September 5-6, 1976  
Overnight  

Sledge steals HaȊŜƭ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ŎŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 
5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ /ŀǎǎƛŘȅΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜΦ  

Monday September 6, 
1976 
4 p.m. 

Wanda Sue Hales finds the bodies of Josephine and Aileen Davis. 

Monday, September 
6, 1976 
Time Unk.  

Sheriff Allen and Dep. Moore arrive and rope off scene.  Spectators also 
present at scene.   

Monday, September 
6, 1976 
5:15 p.m. 

Det. Phillip Little and Dep. Earl Storms arrive at the scene and enter the 
house.    

Monday, September 
6, 1976 
10:30 p.m. 

SBI Agent Sampson arrives at scene, takes photograph of a shoe track, and 
writes a report.  

September 7, 1976 - First Autopsy. 
- hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ²ƘƛǘŜ ǎŜŜǎ {ƭŜŘƎŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ωсф /ƘŜǾǊƻƭŜǘ ƛƴ CŀȅŜǘǘŜǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ a car 
chase follows.  Sledge ultimately escapes on foot. 

September 8, 1976 Sledge arrested in Dillon, SC.  

September 9, 1976 Det. Little picks up Sledge in Dillon, SC and brings him back to Cumberland 
Co. Jail.  Later transferred to Bladen Co. Jail.  Sledge is wearing a blue and 
white pullover sweater. 

September 10, 1976  - !ƎŜƴǘ {ŀƳǇǎƻƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǇǳōƛŎ ƘŀƛǊ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ {ƭŜŘƎŜΩǎ 
clothing.  {ƭŜŘƎŜΩǎ Ƙead hairs are too short to collect.  
- Det. Little and Dep. Storms drive Sledge around.  Sledge shows them the 
route he took on escape and brings them to the clothes he discarded in 
FayettevilleΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘǊƛǾŜ {ƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƛƴ 
front of the house. Sledge makes a statement that it must have been a white 
Ƴŀƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ Ƴŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦ   

September 11, 1976 1st polygraph of Sledge with five tests.  Results state άƭȅƛƴƎ.έ  

September 12, 1976 - Carlos Padella interviewed and says he was asleep at time of murders.  
- 5ŀƴƛŜƭ {ƭŀǘŜǊ IŀƛǊŜ WǊΦ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜ ŘǊƻǾŜ ōȅ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ 
5:30 a.m. on Sept. 6th and did not notice anything unusual. 

September 14, 1976 - Grace Harris Baker tells police she saw a man washing his hands and 
splashing water on his car at 4 a.m. on Sept. 6th at a shop near her house 
North of Elizabethtown. 
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- Ernest Johnson interviewed and shows officers small scratches on his body. 

September 16, 1976 David Bryant iƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ 
anything.  His wife and daughter say they saw Aileen Davis alive around 8:30 
p.m. on Sept. 5th.  

September 17, 1976 Mary Gaither questioned and knife collected.  

September 18, 1976 - Omega Hales interviewed and says she last saw Victims at 10 p.m. on Sept. 
5th.  
- Wanda Hales interviewed and says she found Victims at 4 p.m. on Sept. 6th.  
- Marion Lee Hales interviewed and says he saw a car go from direction of 
±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǘƻ ŘƛǊǘ ǊƻŀŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ п ŀΦƳΦ ƻƴ Sept. 6th. 

September 19, 1976 Eddie Lanier interviewed and says he saw Victims on Aug. 1st, 1976.  

September 24, 1976 - SBI completes serology testing and first round of fingerprint comparisons.  
- David Hamilton interviewed and says he heard William Thomas Haire is a 
suspect. 

October 1, 1976 Bladen County Sheriff requests additional assistance from the SBI Agent 
Evans assigned to the case.  

October 6, 1976 DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜǎ ŀ ϷнΣрлл ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ information leading to an 
arrest and conviction in case.  

October 7, 1976 Second crime scene search is conducted and additional items of evidence 
and latent prints are collected.  

October 11, 1976 A portion of wooden flooring from crime scene bearing a shoe track in blood 
is removed and submitted to SBI.   

October 19, 1976 Serology performed on scissors from crime scene and knife collected from 
suspect Mary Gaither.  No blood detected on either item.  

October 22, 1976 Paint analysis on a paint brush from the crime scene and paint on a pillow 
case located at a bridge is completed.  The paint is determined to be 
different in color and composition.   

October 26, 1976 Third search of crime scene conducted by SBI agents and additional items 
collected.  Ultraviolet light and Luminol examinations conducted.   

November 1, 1976 Charles Tyndall and his two daughters interviewed and deny involvement.   

November 2, 1976 FBI Hair Analysis Report issued and states hairs found on Victim could have 
originated from Sledge.  

November 9, 1976 Bodies exhumed and second Autopsies conducted.   

June 23, 1977 SBI Deputy Director reviews case.  

June 30, 1977 - Additional shoe tread comparison and latent lift comparison done.   
- Additional serology testing done. 

July 16, 1977 Investigators go to Florida to interview Larry Wayne White.  White refuses 
interview.  

August 10, 1977 [ƻƴƴƛŜ 5ŀǾƛǎ ό±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǎƻƴκōǊƻǘƘŜǊύ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {.L ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǎŜΦ  
SBI Director responds that investigation has failed to produce sufficient 
evidence to justify arrest, but is active.  

September 12, 1977 - SBI Agent Poole assigned to the investigation.   
- SBI report of other unsolved crimes across the state generated.   

September 22 and 23, 
1977 

SBI contacts other law enforcement agencies where Sledge had lived or 
travelled seeking information about similar unsolved crimes.  

September 23, 1977 Inmate Henry Sellers interviewed.  Does not say Sledge confessed.   
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September 29, 1977 Investigators search the crime scene a fourth time and find documents 
indicating Aileen Davis had worked at a local amusement park.  

September 30, 1977 - Carolyn Hall interviewed and says she heard Johnny Ray Benton watched 
the murders and William Thomas Haire may be involved.  
- Jenny Tatum interviewed and says her brother, Johnny Ray Benton, was 
staying in a trailer park less than a mile from the VictimsΩ ƘƻǳǎŜ the weekend 
of the murder and that she saw him in new shoes after the murder.  
- Kay Tatum interviewed and says that William Thomas Haire told her Sledge 
and three others did it.  

October 3, 1977 William Dunn interviewed and says he was working with William O. Hunt 
when two or three men came in and said Sledge had confessed. 

October 6, 1977 - William O. Hunt interviewed and says he was with Dunn, but denies 
hearing any conversation about Sledge and the murders.  
- Moses Bethea interviewed and says his daughter saw Sledge throw 
something in a wooded area the day after the murder.  She recognized 
Sledge from the papers. 
- Charlie Blue interviewed about William Dunn Statement and denies 
knowing anything.  
- WŀƳŜǎ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƴƛŜǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 5ǳƴƴΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ   
- Harry Womble, owner of land leased for amusement park, interviewed and 
refers Investigators to park owner, Hazel Work, for employment records.  

October 10, 1977 Kay Tatum interviewed again and gives more details about her conversation 
with William Thomas Haire.  

October 11, 1977 William Dunn given a polygraph and no deception is indicated. 
James Jackson is confronted and again denies hearing anything about 
Sledge.  

October 12, 1977 - Rachel Sessoms interviewed and says she lives in trailer park near the 
Victims.  She says a month prior to the murders, two black men came by and 
asked if she was alone.  When she got her husband, they asked for a ride.  
She never heard Johnny Ray Benton confess.  She heard someone say it was 
the VictimsΩ grandson or family.  She also says she heard dogs barking the 
night of the murder.  
- SBI Report states investigation is centered around Sledge.  

October 14, 1977 - William O. Hunt given a polygraph with no deception indicated.  
- Charlie Blue given a polygraph, but found mentally incompetent.  
- James Jackson given a polygraph with no deception indicated.  

October 19, 1977 Captain Sparkman, Superintendent of White Lake Prison Camp interviewed 
and says inmate Donald Sutton was also on escape from White Lake Prison 
Camp at the time of the murders.  

October 25, 1977 Mr. and Mrs. Sam Parker interviewed and say Marion Lee Hales is suspicious.  

October 26, 1977 WŀƳŜǎ άWǳƴŜ .ǳƎέ ²ŀƭǘŜǊǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ {ƭŜŘƎŜ ŎŀƳŜ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ 
Fayetteville while on escape.  

October 27, 1977 Thomas Hart interviewed and says Sledge came by his house in Fayetteville 
while on escape and had two purses.  

October 28, 1977 Omega and Wanda Hales interviewed again and describe when they last saw 
the Victims and discovery of bodies.  
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November 2, 1977 - Inmate Adrian Sellers reinterviewed.  Says he heard another inmate say 
Sledge made incriminating statements.  
- Inmate Julian Broadway interviewed.  Says Sledge never confessed.  Sledge 
said he threw his clothes and a knife away.  Said Sledge follows Allah and 
wants to do away with the white race.  
- Marion Hales interviewed and says he saw a car leave from the directions 
of the Victims house at 4:30 a.m. on Sept. 6th and pull into a driveway where 
ǎƻƳŜ άōƭŀŎƪǎέ ƭƛǾŜŘΦ  

November 4, 1977 - Marion Hales given polygraph with no deception indicated. 
- Inmate Donald Sutton interviewed and says Sledge told him about the 
escape, and that authorities were trying to pin the murder on him, but 
{ƭŜŘƎŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘΦ  
- Johnny Ray Benton given polygraph with no deception indicated.  No 
documentation of interview.  

November 6, 1977 Johnny Ray Benton given a polygraph with no deception indicated.  

November 7, 1977 Inmate Julian Broadway interviewed a 2nd time.  He says Sledge said he hid 
clothes and a knife.  

November 9, 1977 - Elijah Robinson interviewed and says he heard two of the VƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
members killed them and used a broom handle to make it look like one of 
the Victims had been raped.  
- Elijah Robinson given a polygraph, but examination terminated.  

November 15, 1977 Johnny Ray Benton tells Investigators he saw Elijah Robinson leave the 
±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΦ   

November 16, 1977 - WƻƘƴƴȅ wŀȅ .Ŝƴǘƻƴ ǊŜŎŀƴǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
anything about the murders.  
- Johnny Ray Benton administered a polygraph on recant with no deception 
indicated. 
- Jo Ann Chadwick interviewed and does not recall Elijah Robinson talking 
about the murders.  
- Capt. Sparkman contacts Investigators and says Julian Broadway has 
additional information.   

November 17, 1977 - Julian Broadway interviewed a 3rd time and says Sledge incriminated 
himself.  
- Julian Broadway administered a polygraph with no deception indicated.  

November 18, 1977 Viola Campbell interviewed and has no direct information.  

November 29, 1977 - Isazarah Smith interviewed and did not have any information or know 
where Roscoe Smith was.  
- Marie Smith Melvin interviewed and did not have any information or know 
where Roscoe Smith was. 
- Carlos Padella interviewed and did not have any information and thinks 
Roscoe Smith is in Maryland. 

November 30, 1977 - William Thomas Haire, III interviewed and says Danny Haire was suspicious. 
- Connie Todd Haire interviewed and did not have any information.  
- Samuel Smith interviewed and did not have any information or know 
where Roscoe Smith is. 
- Joseph Smith interviewed and did not have any information or know where 
Roscoe Smith is. 
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December 7, 1977 - Theo Jessup interviewed and says Samuel Smith was at her house the 
weekend of the murders. 
- Daniel Slater Haire Jr. interviewed and says he saw lights on at the VictiƳǎΩ 
house at 4 a.m. Sept. 6, 1976, but this was not unusual.  
- Daniel Slater Haire III interviewed and says he was in the mountains the 
weekend of the murders. 
- Willie McLaughlin interviewed and says he took Joseph Smith home around 
12 a.m. on Sept. 6, 1976.  
- Margie Jessup Lesan interviewed and says Samuel Smith stayed with her at 
her motherΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ the weekend of the murders, but he was drunk and 
stayed on the porch Sunday night.  

December 15, 1977 ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŘƻǳōƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ϷрΣллл ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
to arrest and conviction.   

December 16, 1977 - Charles Edmundson interviewed and says he does not know anything about 
the murders. 
- Lonnie Davis interviewed about when he last saw Victims. 

December 20, 1977 - Roscoe Smith interviewed and says he did not see Sledge on the night of 
the murders.  
- Billy Ray Hales interviewed and says he was with his girlfriend the night of 
the murders, but drove by that morning and saw a car parked near the 
±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ house.   

December 21, 1977 Roscoe Smith scheduled to take a polygraph, but refuses. 

December 27, 1977 Roscoe Smith submits to a polygraph with no deception indicated.  

December 28, 1977 - Robert Washington interviewed and says he was in jail in the same cell 
ōƭƻŎƪ ŀǎ {ƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ {ƭŜŘƎŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ άǎƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭǎ.έ 
- Carlos Wade interviewed and was in jail with Sledge, but did not remember 
him.  
- David Pegram interviewed and says he was in jail with Sledge, but Sledge 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ  

January 6, 1978 Charles Diggs interviewed and says he was in jail with Sledge, but did not 
hear Sledge say anything about crime. 

January 18, 1978 Sledge Interviewed. 

January 19, 1978 Sledge submits to a polygraph, but not completed. 

January 20, 1978 Sledge submits to a polygraph with 6 tests and results of deception 
indicated.  

February 8, 1978 - Thomas Hart interviewed and says he was in jail with Sledge and Sledge 
does not like white people. 
- Donald Sutton interviewed a 2nd time and says he was in jail with Sledge 
and Sledge talked about escape.  
- Phil Melvin, an associate of Sledge, interviewed and says he would not tell 
anything even if he knew.  

February 9, 1978 9ŀǊƭ aŎ/ƭǳǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ƻŦ {ƭŜŘƎŜΩǎ prison road 
crew.  Sledge sneaked off once.  He does not recall working the road crew on 
the road ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

February 10, 1978 Donald Sutton interviewed a 3rd time and says Sledge talked about escape.  

February 15, 1978 
Morning  

Donald Sutton interviewed a 4th time in Sampson Co. Prison Unit and says 
Sledge made incriminating statements and gives more details. 
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February 15, 1978 
Evening 

Agent Poole talks with Capt. Sparkman, Superintendent of White Lake Prison 
Camp, regarding Herman Baker.  

February 16, 1978 Agent Poole, Det. Little, and Capt. Sparkman interview informant Herman 
Baker in a hotel room (brought there from prison).  Baker says Sledge made 
admissions and spread pepper around the back door ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ Ƙƻuse.  

February 17, 1978 Det. Little collects a pepper can from the VictimsΩ house. 

May 1-4, 1978 First trial.  Results in a mistrial because jury unable to reach a verdict.  

May 15, 1978 Inmate Adrian Sellers writes to SBI accusing Investigators of revealing 
information about his interviews and asks for protection.  

August 28-31, 1978 Second Trial.  Results in conviction for two counts of second degree murder.  

September 1, 1978 SBI issues final report closing case.   

September 27, 1978 DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƎǊŜŜǎ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ϷнΣллл ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ Donald Sutton and $3,000 
to Herman Baker. 

December 5, 1978 Check for $2,000 delivered to Donnie Lee Sutton. 

December 7, 1978 Check for $3,000 delivered to Herman Baker.  

October 7, 1980 Herman Baker writes to Det. Little asking for help getting work release.  

March 20, 2000 Sledge contacts NC Center on Actual Innocence (Center).  Case not accepted. 

June 4, 2003 Sledge files pro se MAR for DNA Testing. 

June 11, 2003 MAR for DNA testing granted.  

October, 2004 Center agrees to represent Sledge. 

June 7, 2005 DA files affidavit that Columbus County /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ 
at trial.  

July 2006 Consent Order to transfer evidence to SBI for testing.  

March 2008 Judge contacts Clerk and learns evidence was never transferred.  

September 2008 Judge revises order and evidence transferred to SBI.  

April 9, 2009 SBI reports no DNA profile obtained from pepper box.  

May 19, 2009 {.L ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ 5b! ƻƴ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ Ŏƭothes, two partial profiles, do not match 
Sledge. 

March 2010 Consent Order for DNA testing at private lab.  

August 3, 2010 LabCorp reports partial DNA profile from VictimΩs slip excludes Sledge.  

October 2011 Hairs from crime scene deemed missing. 

August 2012 IŀƛǊǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ /ƭŜǊƪΩs Office. 

October 2012 Hairs sent to Cellmark Forensics (Cellmark) for testing.  

November 2012 Cellmark reports they were unable to obtain a profile from two hairs tested.  

December 2012 Hairs sent to Mitotyping Technologies (Mitotyping) for testing.  

December 13, 2012 Mitotyping reports Sledge excluded as contributor of the hairs.  

February 12, 2013 DA asks SBI to assist in investigation.  

March 18, 2013 Center interviews Herman Baker.  

March 19, 2013 Herman Baker signs affidavit recanting trial testimony.  

March 25, 2013 Center files MAR. 

April 24, 2013 DA files response requesting a hearing. 

May 6, 2013 Center refers case to Commission and files Motion to Hold MAR in 
Abeyance.  

May 9, 2013 DA files response to Motion to Hold MAR in Abeyance and requests MAR 
hearing.  

July 11, 2013 Hearing held and Motion to Hold MAR in Abeyance granted.  
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V. Law Enforcement Investigation  

Agencies and Agents  

On the day the bodies were discovered, the Bladen Cƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ό./{hύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ 

Carolina State Bureau of Investigation (SBI) began investigation of this case.  Det. Phillip Little of the 

BCSO was assigned to the case.  Agent Lee Sampson of the SBI also responded to the crime scene and 

assisted with the field investigation.  On October 1, 1976, the Bladen County Sheriff requested an 

additional SBI agent be assigned to the case and Agent Marshall Evans of the SBI was assigned.  On 

September 12, 1977, Agent Henry Poole of the SBI was also assigned to the case.  

Initial Investigation  

There is very little documentation by Det. Little of his initial investigative efforts in 1976.  The 

BCSO file contains a few handwritten reports of interviews.  The BCSO file contains no reports made by 

Det. Little of the crime scene or during the first days of the investigation.   

Det. Little testified at both trials that he was the first to enter the crime scene and he made 

sketches.  The sketches are included on the following pages.  Photographs introduced at trial are 

included in a later portion of this brief.  An SBI interview of Det. Little describing the crime scene is 

included later in this brief.  
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Autopsies  

Two autopsies were performed on the bodies of Josephine and Aileen Davis.  The first autopsies 

were done by Dr. Marvin Thompson on September 7, 1976.  Dr. Thompson determined the cause of 

death for both Victims to be άƘŜƳƻǊǊƘŀƎŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀō ǿƻǳƴŘǎΦέ  For both Victims, Dr. Thompson 

noted multiple stab wounds about the face and neck resulting in hemorrhage and bruises about the face 

and head.  He noted vaginal lacerations on Aileen Davis and blood ethanol of .05 for Josephine Davis.3  

The ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ bodies were later exhumed for a second autopsy.  The purpose given in the Order 

for Exhumation was that prior to burial, palm prints and identifiable fingerprints were not obtained from 

the bodies, x-rays were not performed, and the angle and depth of the wounds was not determined.4 

The second autopsies were conducted on November 9, 1976, by Dr. William Reavis.  Dr. Reavis 

also determined that both VƛŎǘƛƳǎ άŘƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƘŜƳƻǊǊƘŀƎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀō ǿƻǳƴŘǎΦέ5  Dr. Reavis 

noted seven incise wounds on the body of Josephine Davis, four wounds on her left hand, bruises on her 

forehead and scalp, and three bruises on her chest.  He performed x-rays and determined that 

Josephine Davis had fractures to both sides of her jawbone.6  He noted multiple bruises on the face of 

Aileen Davis, two small lacerations on her face, two lacerations on her neck, and a laceration at the 

entrance to her vagina.7 

Joseph Sledge  

There is no documentation in the file of exactly when Joseph Sledge became a suspect, but 

testimony indicates he was suspected immediately because he had escaped from nearby White Lake 

Prison Camp on September 5, 1976.  On September 7, 1976, Sledge was seen in Fayetteville by an officer 

and was involved in a car chase.  Sledge was later arrested in Dillon, South Carolina and transported to 

the Cumberland County Jail on September 9, 1976.8 

                                                           
3 NC Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Report of Autopsy, Aileen Davis, A-76-127, Sept. 7, 1976 and NC Office of 
the Chief Medical Examiner Report of Autopsy, Josephine Davis, A-76-126, Sept. 7, 1976.  
4 Motion and Order for Exhumation, SBI File, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4674-4692.  
5 Second Trial Transcript, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16 (Columbus County), August 21, 1978 Superior Court 
Session Columbus County, Pgs. 127-129.  
6 Id. Pgs, 121-129.  
7 Id. Pg. 134.  
8 Id. Pgs. 26-86.  
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Det. Little testified that on September 12, 1976,9 he and other officers drove Sledge around the 

area and Sledge showed him his escape route from White Lake Prison Camp.   Sledge led them to 

locations where he had stolen a car, stolen clothes off a clothesline and showed them where he had 

hidden his old clothes.  Officers recovered two pairs of pants that Sledge showed them he had hidden in 

Fayetteveille.10   

Det. Little testified that on the day they drove Sledge to the VictiƳǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƴǘΣ 

there were five law enforcement officers in three cars.  Det. Little testified:  

We were sitting there in the car, and I had not made any statement to the 

defendant.  The defendant looked over at the Davis house.  He was 

handcuffed with his hands in front of him.  He lifted his hands and pointed 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ! ōƭŀŎƪ Ƴŀƴ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƛƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘǿƻ ǿƻƳŜƴΦ  

A white man did it.  A black man would not have cut them up like they 

were.11   

A polygraph report shows that Sledge submitted to a polygraph on September 11, 1976 and the 

reports states there were five tests with a ǊŜƳŀǊƪ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άv-ƭȅƛƴƎΦέ12  There is no investigative report 

regarding this polygraph and no information regarding what questions were asked.  

Investigation 

The only BCSO investigative reports from the month of September 1976 are handwritten 

shorthand notes by Det. Little.  The following interviews are the only written documented reports in the 

BCSO file from September 1976.   

On September 12, 1976, Det. Little interviewed Carlos Mateo Padella who lived across the 

woods behind the Victims and was married to a Smith family member.  Padella said his brother, Santos 

Mateo, was found in the wooded area between the VicǘƛƳǎΩ home and PadŜƭƭŀΩǎ home in May 1976 with 

                                                           
9 At the first trial, Det. Little testified this happened on September 10, 1976, and at the second trial, he testified it 
was on September 12, 1976.  There is no report or documentation in the BCSO file providing information or a date.  
A polygraph was administered on September 11, 1976.   
10 Second Trial Transcript, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16 (Columbus County), August 21, 1978, Superior Court 
Session Columbus County. Pgs. 28-114.  
Id. Id. Pgs 88-92. 
12 SBI File, Polygraph Report Sept. 11, 1976, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4603.  
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a fatal gunshot wound to the chest.  A note says that this is still under investigation.  The report says 

Padella said he was home in bed when the Davis murders took place.13 

 On September 12, 1976, Det. Little interviewed Daniel Slater Haire Jr. who lived near the 

Victims.  The report indicates Haire said he drove by ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ between 5 and 5:30 a.m. on 

Monday, September 6th and did not notice anything unusual.14   

 On September 14, 1976, Det. Little interviewed Grace Harris Baker.  The report indicates that 

Baker saw a car pulled up in front of the store across from her house on Highway 701, north of 

Elizabethtown, around 4 a.m. on September 6th.  Baker said a man washed his hands at the water faucet 

on the corner of the building and splashed water on the hood of his car.  The report indicates the subject 

looked small, but Baker could not tell the color of the car or the race of the man.15   

On September 14, 1976, Det. Little interviewed Ernest Johnson.  The report indicates Johnson 

was interviewed because he lives near the Victims and someone (it does not indicate who) said he had 

scratches all over his body.  Johnson was interviewed by the Sheriff, a Deputy, and Det. Little.  The 

report indicates Johnson showed them two small scratches on his back and said he fell.  The report 

ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ά{ǳōƧŜŎǘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ ōŀŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜōƭŜ [sic]Φέ16  

On September 16, 1976, Det. Little interviewed the Bryant family who lived near the Victims.  

The report says that David Bryant had an alcohol problem.  David Bryant stated that he was home all 

night on September 5th ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ see or hear anything.  He was alone when his wife and daughter went 

to church.  .ǊȅŀƴǘΩǎ wife and daughter said they weƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ 

house and saw Aileen Davis come out of her house around 8:30 p.m. and go back inside.17   

A September 17, 1976, handwritten report states that Det. Little picked up Mary Gaither for 

questioning.  The report indicates that she had been released from the Bladen County Jail on September 

2, 1976 and had been incarcerated with Nat GaiǘƘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ά{ǳōƧŜŎǘ ƘŀŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ 

dagger in her possession with blood stains on same Nat Gaither advised it was animal blood where he 

ƘŀŘ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ Ǌŀōōƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭΦέ18  Later, testing of the knife was negative for blood.   

                                                           
13 BCSO Bates stamp Pg. 385. 
14 Id. Pg. 398. 
15 Id. Pg. 397. 
16 Id. Pg. 399. 
17 Id. Pgs. 394-396. 
18 Id. Pg. 386. 
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The handwritten reports indicate that on September 18, 1976, Det. Little interviewed the 

±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ daughter/sister, Omega Hales, lived near the Victims.  She said she took 

Josephine Davis home in her car around 10:00 p.m. on September 5, 1976.  When they drove into the 

yard, Aileen Davis came out and talked to her.  When Omega left, Josephine Davis was sitting on the 

porch.  Omega also said Eddie Lanier visited the Victims.  The report indicates that the Victims would get 

up during the night and come outside to use the bathroom.  Neither drank liquor and Josephine was 

against it.19   

Wanda Hales ƛǎ hƳŜƎŀΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊt indicates that on Monday, September 6, 1976, 

after άAs the World Turnsέ went off TV, Wanda walked to her grandmotherΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴoticed that the 

screen door was open and the wood door was closed.  Wanda said the door only opened partway and 

she saw Josephine and Aileen Davis lying on the floor with blood all over them.  She never went inside, 

only on the porch and was barefoot.20   

The report also indicates that Wanda said in the early morning of September 6th, she saw a car 

pull to the road that goes by their house; a black man got out of the car and walked down the dirt road, 

and the car turned around and went toward town.21  This dirt road ran beside the Hales house and led to 

the Smith home.  The Smith family was later interviewed.  

The report indicates that Marion Lee Hales ƛǎ hƳŜƎŀΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ at about 4:00 

a.m. on September 6th, he ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ 

accelerating very fast, and turn into the dirt road that goes past his house.  Marion thought it was a 

station wagon and might be green in color.  The report indicates he said neither Victim drank liquor and 

άƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ƛǘΦέ22  

On September 19, 1976, Eddie Lanier was interviewed by Det. Little.  Lanier said he had known 

the Victims off and on for 40 years.  He had last seen them around August 1, 1976.  Lanier said that he 

spent the night at the ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŜǇǘ ƛƴ ŀ ōŀŎƪ ǊƻƻƳ ǿƘƛƭŜ the ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǎƭŜǇǘ ƻƴ 

the couches in the living room.  Lanier said he had never known the VƛŎǘƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

                                                           
19 Id. Pgs. 391-392. 
20 Id. Pg. 393. 
21 Id. Pg. 393. 
22 Id. Pgs. 390. 
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allow liquor around them.  Lanier stated he had never had sexual relations with either of the Victims and 

knew of no one who had.23   

Documentation in the file shows that on September 16, 1976, a broadcast was sent to other 

agencies nationwide with details of the homicide that stated that one suspect was in custody.   Det. 

Little received three responses from other agencies in other states indicating they had similar unsolved 

homicides.  One agency indicated they had latent lifts.  There is no documentation in the file indicating 

that prints or evidence from these cases was compared to this case.24   

A New Jersey detective responded that they were holding a white male named Raymond Alves 

who admitted to raping and killing 8-10 people between Florida and New Jersey.25  Later SBI reports 

indicate that AlvesΩ fingerprints were compared to latent prints from this scene with no identification 

effected. 

A handwritten note without a date appears to contain a list of possible suspects.  The note says:  

¶ Roscoe Smith ς Subject in prison with Joseph Sledge. 

¶ wƻǎŎƻŜ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊ ς ²ŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ƻŦŦ ŀǘ άIŀƭŜǎέ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ оΥлл ŀΦƳΦ ς before day 

on Labor Day of 76 ς Heard something and ran.  

¶ Donald Lee Hales - Taken by Sheriff Allen to training school in Rocky Mount, N.C. Sheriff 

advises he would carry Donald by his graƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ όaǊǎΦ IŀƭŜsΩ) and he would 

talk ugly and treat her mean. 

¶ Billy Ray Hales (grand-son) ς Grand-mother (Mrs. Hales) promised Bill ½ acre of land ς had a 

dispute and refused to sign him any property ς Subject (Billy) is believed to be on drugs and 

capable of ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ƳǳǊŘŜǊǎΦ άDƻǎǎƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ.έ 26 

On October 1, 1976, SBI Agent Evans was requested to assist Det. Little in the investigation.27  

The following report details the status of the investigation from October 1, 1976 through November 9, 

1976.  

 

                                                           
23 Id. Pgs. 388-389. 
24 Id. Pgs. 387-406. 
25 Id. Pgs. 403-404. 
26 Id. Pgs.  49-52. 
27 SBI File Bates stamp Pgs. 4564. 
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